> Happy New Year! 2% 


T HE PLAIN DEALE 


news on the go 


t Q 
D 


y 


the free © cleveland.com 


mobile 


apps 


FINAL EDITION 


Today’s weather 
Cloudy and 
J frigid. 
COLD High: 12 
Low: 1 


Tuesday: Still frigid, 12 | 5 
Wednesday: Snow, 20 | 4 


Weather report, A2 


Metro&State 


Cold may lead 
to big heat bills 


After a couple of relatively 
mild winters, the cold start to 
this season is taking Ohioans’ 
breath away. So may the 
heating bills — when they 
come. A3 


Church makeover: A 
cavernous downtown Akron 
building, empty for seven 
years, has reopened as a 
“church for the unchurched,” 
its pastor says. A4 


Nation <World 
California begins 

retail marijuana sales 
Californians may awake 
today to a stronger-than- 
normal whiff of marijuana 
as America’s cannabis king 
lights up to celebrate the 


state’s first legal retail pot 
sales. AS 


Tax law change: The new 
tax law is likely to accelerate 
a hotly disputed trend in the 
U.S. economy by rewarding 
workers who sever formal 
relationships with their em- 
ployers and become contrac- 
tors. AG 


Stock markets will 
be closed today 


The U.S. stock markets are tak- 
ing New Year’s Day off. They 
finished 2017 with the biggest 
gains in years, and will reopen 
on Tuesday. 


Sports 


LeBron says Cavs’ 

road trip ‘was trash’ 

The Cavaliers have lost their 
last four road games and, after 
a one-game homestand, will hit 
the road for five more games in 
an 11-day stretch. B1 


Look back at Tribe: Let's take 
a moment to review the big- 
gest stories of the 2017 season 
for manager Terry Francona’s 
Indians. B1 


Forum 


Tweets hurt Trump, 

so why does he do it? 
Opinion: While we know Pres- 
ident Donald Trump better be- 
cause of his tweets, what we 
learn is disturbing. A8 


Diversions 


O’Brien produces 
new true-crime series 


Soledad O’Brien is the pro- 
ducer of Oxygen’s “Mysteries & 
Scandals,” where she uses her 
journalist skills to re-examine 
headline-grabbing cases. P1 


cleveland.com 


Favorite Cleveland 
concert photos from 17 


Photographer David 
Petkiewicz picks 
some of his favorite 
photos from each of 
the concerts he shot this year. 
cleveland.com/entertainment 
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JOSHUA GUNTER | CLEVELAND.COM 
A Cleveland Browns fan sports his brown bag of shame as his Browns fall to the 


Pittsburgh Steelers, 28-24, at Heinz Field Sunday afternoon. 


$1.50 


Browns can't 
bag a win 


You could identify a Cleveland fan at Heinz Field 
Sunday afternoon. He's the sad-sack fellow who 


stays anonymous. The Browns had one final chance 


to avoid the infamy of a winless season, and although 


they kept the game close they lost to the rival Steelers, 


28-24. The only other team to fail to win a game 


in a 16-game season was the 2008 Detroit Lions. 
Coverage in Section C 


A head start on New Year's Eve 


LISA DEJONG | THE PLAIN DEALER 


oungsters stretch out their frozen hands to catch the confetti during the Noon Year’s Eve 


party at the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo on Sunday. Families braved temperatures in the teens 


to celebrate the arrival of 2018 during daylight hours with a huge dance party, crafts and 


visiting with the animals. The Noon Year's Eve celebration culminated at the stroke of noon with a 


traditional ball drop to welcome 2018. The Cleveland Metroparks Zoo remains open all winter every 
day from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. (It is closed today, though.) For more New Year's coverage, Page AG 


Principles for the new year 


7 suggestions for work and life in 2018 


MARCIA PLEDGER 
mpledger@ plaind.com 


Finances and getting fit 
tend to top most New Year’s 
resolution lists. But accord- 
ing to several local business 
people, changing or keeping 
seven habits and behaviors 
is much more effective. 

For decades, founders 


and inventors ranging from 
Ben Franklin to Elon Musk, 
founder and CEO of Tesla 
Motors, said strict schedules 
helped them be creative, 
while Facebook founder 
Mark Zuckerberg believes 
that limiting choices like 
deciding what to wear frees 
time for creativity. It’s the 
reason he reportedly wears 


the same color and style of 
T-shirt, hoodie and pants 
every day. 

Arianna Huffington, 
founder of the Huffington 
Post and author of “The 
Sleep Revolution,” believes 
that getting enough sleep 
is crucial to transforming 
your life, one night at a 
time. 


We asked Northeast Ohio 
entrepreneurs, profession- 
als and executives in var- 
ious fields to share what 
makes them tick. According 
to them, it’s what they do 
outside the workplace that 
drives them to succeed in 
the workplace. 
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Deduction limits 


Dems try 
to blunt 


GOP law's 
tax impact 


Workarounds could 
make employer pay 


BEN CASSELMAN 
New York Times 


Democrats in high-cost, 
high-tax states are plotting 
ways to do what their states’ 
representatives in Congress 
could not: Blunt the effect of 
the newly passed Republican 
tax overhaul. 

Governors and legislative 
leaders in New York, Cali- 
fornia and other states are 
considering legal challenges 
to elements of the law that 
they say unfairly single out 
parts of the country. They 
are looking at ways of rais- 
ing revenue that are not 
penalized by the new law. 
And they are considering 
changing their state tax 
codes in ways that would let 
residents take advantage of 
other federal tax breaks — 
in effect, restoring deduc- 
tions that the tax law scaled 
back. 

One proposal would re- 
place state income taxes, 
which are no longer fully 
deductible under the new 
law, with payroll taxes on 
employers, which are de- 
ductible. Another idea 
would be to allow residents 
to replace their state in- 
come tax payments with 
tax-deductible charitable 
contributions to their state 
governments. 

Such ideas may sound far- 
fetched. And until recently, 
they were mostly the prov- 
ince of tax professors and 
bloggers. But they are now 
getting serious consideration 
in state capitols where gover- 
nors and legislators see the 
Republican law as a thinly 
veiled assault on parts of the 
country that typically vote 
for Democrats. 


SEE TAXES | AG 


Gun violence 


Deputy killed in Colo. shootout 


4 others, 2 civilians 
wounded Sunday 


CHRISTOPHER MELE 
AND JACK HEALY 
New York Times 


It began as a predawn 
call for the police to a dis- 
turbance at an apartment 
complex in a Denver suburb 
on Sunday. It ended, officials 


said, in a fusillade of more 
than 100 rounds fired by a 
barricaded gunman who 
shot five law enforcement 
officers, killing one of them. 
The gunman was killed by 


officers. 


Killed in the attack was 
Zackari Parrish, a 29-year- 
old deputy who had worked 
for the Douglas County Sher- 
iff’s Office for seven months, 
Sheriff Tony Spurlock said at 


an afternoon news confer- 
ence. He described Parrish as 
a “smiley kid” who was eager 
to serve. He is survived by a 
wife and two young children. 

Describing his meeting 
with the deputy’s widow, 
“When I 
held her hand and looked in 
her eyes, I could see her life 


the sheriff said, 


was over.” 


SEE SHOOTING | AS 


JOHN LEYBA | DENVER POST VIA AP 
Police patrol cars wait outside Littleton Adventist 
Hospital to escort the body of a slain deputy sheriff. 
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